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Empowering kids from underprivileged communities in Zimbabwe through cricket 

By: Ritesh Patel, CECC Chairman.  

In December 2022, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to combine my passion in sports with a 

country I love and an opportunity to give back to underprivileged communities. 

The sport is cricket, the country is Zimbabwe, and the opportunity is to bring a disciplined game, good 

quality equipment, and trained coaches to the underprivileged children in Harare, the capital. 

We named our camp Far and Wide Cricket to reflect the goal of raising awareness and empowering 

children through the game of cricket. The broader aim of the programme is to provide a sense of 

ownership to learn and apply the rules and play the game. Like all sports, cricket played in a disciplined 

environment can be a tool to help fight broader social issues related to child welfare, including mental 

health issues and drug abuse.  

A major barrier for children to progress in the sport is the lack of access to cricket equipment, which 

can be expensive. Through donations from Crouch End Cricket Club members and friends, we collected 

used and new equipment that could be utilised at these cricket camps.  

Over 50 cricket shirts, bats, pads, stumps, batting gloves, 30 cricket / tennis, wicket keeping gloves, 

cones and much much more was collected! 
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Over three days in three locations 

across the capital Harare— 

Chitungwiza, Mabvuku, and Epworth—

we had an amazing response with over 

250 kids in attendance.  

 

The camp started with all kids learning 

the basics of the game in five separate 

stations, teaching batting, bowling, 

catching, ground fielding, and wicket-

keeping. Local coaches volunteered 

their time to help, as well as local 

charity Miracle Missions Trust.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.miraclemissionstrust.com/
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After lunch, the kids put their skills to 

practice, splitting into teams to play 

against each other. It was amazing to 

see how well many children took to 

understanding the rules and applying 

them. Respecting the equipment came 

naturally to communities that generally 

have so little. It was a pleasure to 

witness. 

 
 

 

In the afternoon, we had local healthcare 

professionals provide a talk on drugs and mental 

health issues. Sadly, for many children in these 

communities, this is becoming a harsh reality—

especially post-pandemic. Lack of food and education 

breeds desperation that has taken many kids away 

from their homes. 

The day ended full of smiles where the children 

collected all litter, as we emphasised the importance 

of how a healthy mind compliments a healthy 

environment. The children also completed feedback 

forms with lots of positive input.  

We were overwhelmed with both the 

participation and level of talent—boys, 

girls, and across all ages. The feedback 

from local administrators, 

schoolteachers, and sports 

professionals is that the children simply 

want an opportunity to play. As a 

follow up, our next steps are to expand 

the camp to other regions within 

Zimbabwe, set up coaching 

programmes, and establish a 

competitive tournament across the 

districts to ignite passion for the game.  
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Giving back through my passion  

In the same way that I was inspired when volunteering at similar event earlier in the year, my hope 

was that by arranging these camps, we would be able to motivate the community in Zimbabwe to 

continue the concept.   

See a short video summary here 

 


